Social and Political Philosophy 255

Spring 2010

Syllabus

Luvell Anderson

landerson@philosophy.rutgers.edu

Office #: 16, Seminary 1

http://fas-philosophy.rutgers.edu/landerson

Office Hours: By Appointment

Description: The purpose of this course is to introduce key concepts of political and social philosophy, e.g. political authority, liberty, rights, justice, democracy, and equality.  The goal of this course is to develop a more careful approach to how we examine political and social institutions.

Requirements
There will be two exams, a mid-term and a final exam as well as two short papers (5 – 7 pages in length).  Students will also have to write a series of one-page reflection notes (7 in total).  Grades will be determined by an exam score (the highest score), the two paper grades, and participation.  Participation is a combination of attendance and reflection notes.  The exam score is worth 40 %, the two papers are 20 % each and participation is 20 %.  The texts for this course are Political Philosophy ed. Steven Cahn and Contemporary Debates in Social Philosophy ed. Laurence Thomas.  A few outside articles will be provided as well.

Classroom Etiquette

There is to be no texting, Internet surfing, reading newspapers, etc. during class.  Please respect your fellow classmates and me by not causing disruptions.  

Plagiarism

Cheating is bad.  So don’t do it.  Offenders will be dealt with appropriately.  For further information see the following link: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml.

Readings

Jim Pryor “Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper” (there will be a quiz!) [On Sakai]

Part I: Political Philosophy 

Authority

Thomas Hobbes “Leviathan”

Freedom
J.S. Mill “On Liberty” 

Isaiah Berlin “Two Concepts of Liberty” (On Sakai)

Rights

John Locke “Second Treatise of Government”

Justice

Plato “The Republic”

John Rawls “A Theory of Justice”

Democracy

Jean Jacque Rousseau “Of the Social Contract”

Marx and Engels “Manifesto of the Communist Party”

Part II: Social Philosophy

Equality

G.A. Cohen “Freedom and Money”

Leif Wenar “The Meanings of Freedom”

Sexual Rights

John Corvino “Homosexuality, Harm, and Moral Principles”

Christopher Wolfe “Homosexual Acts, Morality, and Public Discourse”

Religious Tolerance

Philip Quinn “In Defense of Religious Toleration”

Thomas Christiano “Does Religious Toleration Make Any Sense?”

Racial Integration

Elizabeth Anderson “The Future of Racial Integration”

Carl Cohen “When Turnabout is Not Fair Play”

Scarce Resources

F.M. Kamm “Moral Issues in Rationing Scarce Resources”

Bernard Boxill “Locke’s Defense of Preferential Treatment”

Violence

Howard McGary “Psychological Violence and Institutional Racism”

B.C. Postow “McGary’s Striking Claim and the Roles of Self-Deception, Acquiescence, and Complicity”
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