Study Guide For 12/16 Final Examination

Topics to study: Hate Speech, Personhood, Abortion, Cloning, Capital Punishment, Terrorism, Inheritance, World Hunger, Animal Rights, Environment, Vehicles and Crashes, Drunken Driving

**You will not be held responsible for Torture or Gun Rights

Some terms and principles that you should be familiar with:

First Amendment 

Fighting Words vs. Obscenities

Harm vs. Wrong

Chilling Effect

Slippery Slope (as related to Hate Speech)

“Human” in the Moral Sense vs. “Human” in the Genetic Sense

(Being Human vs. Being a Person)

Criteria of Personhood according to: Utilitarians, Kantians, 

Contractarians, Maryanne Warren

Thomson’s Violinist Thought Experiment

Thomson’s People Seeds Thought Experiment

Good Samaritan vs. Minimally Decent Samaritan

Positive vs. Negative Autonomy

Universalizability Principle

Prescriptivity Principle

Deterrence

Desert 

Capitalism

Principle of Diminishing Marginal Utility of Wealth

Singer’s Strong Principle

Singer’s Weak Principle

Greater Moral Evil Rule

Rights vs. Consequences

Intrinsic Value vs. Instrumental Value

Negligence vs. Recklessness

Culpability

Crash-Incompatible Vehicles

Studying for the essay:

Remember:  we will include the author’s name and the title of the work in all the questions. 

Apply the following template to all of the articles we have read:

What does [author] think about [issue]?  Why does [author] think this?  Is this a good argument?  (For example:  What are the weaknesses?  What are the strengths?  Do the strengths overcome the weaknesses?  Why or why not?) 

(Some obvious) Tips on writing your essay:

(1) Be precise.  Avoid starting off your essays with sentences like, “Since the dawn of time people have sought an answer to ethical problems.”  

(2) Use proper grammar and write legibly.  We cannot grade you if we cannot decipher what you are saying.

(3) Be sure to answer all parts of the question.

